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Apples are among the most widely consumed
fruits worldwide and an essential compo-
nent of a balanced diet in many countries.
Consequently, the EU apple sector has, for
many years, been supplying safe and nutri-
tious products to consumers in the most re-
mote parts of the globe. With an eye on the
environment, European fruit farmers provide
high-quality fruits with excellent taste, thanks
to modern production technology and control
and safety management systems.

Given the diversity of the Egyptian and Jor-
danian fruit sectors, we believe that Europe-
an apples will become a regular sight in the

households of these countries. We are con-
vinced that they can become a delicious and,
most importantly, a safe component of dishes
on the tables of Arab families.

Mirostaw Maliszewski, President of the Associa-
tion of Polish Fruit Growers.

Time for apples from Europe!

“Time for apples from Europe” is a three-year
information and promotion campaign imple-
mented by the Association of Polish Fruit
Growers in the markets of Egypt and Jordan
in the years 2022-2025. The campaign aims
to promote the nutritional qualities and quality
of fresh apples from the European Union.

The goal of the programme is:

e to increase EU apple exports to Egypt
and Jordan;

e o raise awareness among Consumers,
public opinion leaders and food profes-
sionals on the benefits of EU apples and
their sustainable production.

For more information, visit the campaign
website: applesfromeurope.eu
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Apples - one of the most important fruits
grown in the European Union

The leading apple producers in the European
Union are Poland, Italy and France. Poland has
the largest apple orchard area, with 176,000
ha in 2022, approximately 1/3 of the Europe-
an orchard area. The country’s apple produc-
tion in 2022 was over 4,49 million tonnes. Italy
ranks second with over 2,11 million tones, and
France is third with over 1,39 million tones'.
These three countries account for more than
67,8% of apple production in the EU.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-
fisheries/farming/documents/apple- dashboard_en.pdf

QUALITY OF EUROPEAN APPLES

European apple producers and exporters
are obliged to comply with standards and
requirements for the commercial quality of
apples, according to Regulation (EU) No.
1308/2013 of the European Parliament and
Council of 17 December 2013.

The regulations apply to fresh apples and
permit the elimination of low-quality fruit from
the market. Thus, the consumer can be assured
of high quality, safety and consistent taste.

CONTROL OF

European apples eligible for fresh export
must be:

* whole and undamaged,

e healthy; produce showing signs of rots or
decay rendering it unfit for consumption
is rejected,

e clean, practically free of any visible for-

eign matter,

virtually pest-free,

free from damage caused by pests

free of abnormal external moisture

free of any foreign smell or taste.

FEUROPEAN APPLES

The high quality of European apples results
from detailed, stringent and systematic fruit
checks at every stage of the logistics chain -
from receipt of goods to packaging.

Quality control steps for apples:
¢ Reception of goods:

Quality control begins with the receipt of
goods in the company. Apples that do
not meet the quality standards are not
approved for further processing.

e I|nitial quality control:

Once the goods have been received, the
apples are sent to a sorting centre. Partic-
ular attention is paid to damaged apples,
which are removed from further circulation.

e Sorting - IQS System

The apples are forwarded to a special
machine which, using a computer, se-
lects them by colour and size and elimi-
nates externally damaged fruits.



IFA System

The IFA system recognises internal de-
fects, thus eliminating poor quality fruits
from circulation.

Pre-packaging inspection

After passing the IQS and IFA inspections,
the apples are transferred to the packing
line for initial inspection. At this stage, ap-
ples with defects can also be eliminated.

e Packaging of fruits

The apples are hand-packed. Their quali-
ty is also examined at this stage and elim-
inated if there are any signs of damage.

¢ Final quality control

Each carton of apples is verified for quan-
tity, weight and compliance with the order.

ASSOCIATION OF
POLISH FRUIT
GROWERS

The Association of Polish Fruit Growers is
a self-governing association acting for and in
the interests of Polish fruit growers. It was found-
ed in May 1999 on the initiative of the fruit-grow-
ers of the Grdjec region - the fruit-growing hub
of Poland, known as the “Largest Orchard of
Europe”. Members of the Association of Polish
Fruit Growers specialise mainly in the produc-
tion of apples, pears, strawberries, blueberries,
raspberries, blackcurrants, chokeberries, cher-
ries, gooseberries and cherries.

The priority of PFGA activities is to support
and protect the economic interests of the affil-
iated fruit producers. In addition to supporting
its members in their activities and represent-
ing their interests before public and econom-
ic authorities, the PFGA has been success-
fully implementing information and promotion
campaigns on EU and international markets
for more than 10 years, in such countries as
Egypt, Algeria, Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan,
Sweden and Germany.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Association of Polish Fruit Growers

4 A Sportowa Street, 05-600 Grojec
e-mail: info@applesfromeurope.eu
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